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Council Agenda #8A 
Meeting of January 27, 2009 

 
 
 
 
 

Staff Report  
INFORMATION ON THE NEW ROADWAY GEOMETRICS ON ALAMEDA DE LAS 
PULGAS, SOUTH OF RALSTON AVENUE 
 
Honorable Mayor and Council Members:  
 
Summary 
On the weekend of January 10, 2009 the restriping of Alameda de las Pulgas between Ralston 
Ave and the San Carlos boarder was completed.  The new design includes bicycle lanes on the 
east and west sides of the roadway.    
 
Background 
In March 2006, City Council approved the installation of diagonal parking along Alameda de las 
Pulgas adjacent to Carlmont High School to reduce the number of students who were parking in 
the adjacent residential neighborhoods.  Council soon received complaints that bicyclists were 
not well served by the new configuration. 
 
In June 2007, Belmont submitted a grant application for Bicycle Facility Program (BFP) to the 
Bay Area Quality Management District to reduce motor vehicle emissions.  The proposed scope 
of work consisted of installing Class 2 bicycle lanes on both sides of Alameda de las Pulgas from 
Carlmont Drive to the San Carlos boarder.  In order to allow for the two bicycle lanes within the 
width of the roadway, one of the two northbound lanes had to be removed.  In September 2007 
the Bay Area Quality Management District approved the grant application.   
 
In January 2008, the Belmont City Council considered restriping Alameda de las Pulgas to one 
lane in each direction, adding bicycle lanes, and adding additional diagonal parking in front of 
the Belmont Library.  After much deliberation, Council directed staff to draft a proposal that 
included adding bicycle lanes and doing away with the second northbound lane, but not adding 
diagonal parking in front of the Library. 
 
In June 2008, the Belmont City Council discussed and approved the plan to create one lane in 
each direction and bicycle lanes on Alameda de las Pulgas south of Carlmont Drive.   
 
Discussion 
Since the new roadway striping was completed on January 11, 2009 staff has fielded some 
complaints from citizens.  Most revolve around increased traffic congestion near the San Carlos 
boarder during the morning and evening commute.  This is to be expected when new geometrics 
are introduced to a well traveled roadway.   
 

   



Council – Information Report Alameda de las Pulgas Roadway Geometrics 
January 27, 2009 

Page 2 of 2 

C:\Documents and Settings\valerie\Local Settings\Temporary Internet Files\OLK16A\8A-CC01272009.doc 

 
Public Works and Police staff have met and shared ideas about how to improve the geometrics.  
Some of those ideas will be implemented in the very near future.  Most involve the very 
complicated confluence of intersections and driveways near the San Carlos border. 
 
Observations by staff indicate the congestion lasts for approximately 20 minutes in both 
directions during the periods when students arrive and depart. Vehicle speeds in the area are 
slower.  The bike lanes reduce the area of exposure a pedestrian has to vehicular traffic when 
crossing the street. Both of these factors make it safer for all users in the area. 
 
Fiscal Impact 
None 
 
Public Contact 
The Bicycle Committee was consulted often on this project, as was the Infrastructure Committee.  
Representatives from Carlmont High School were contacted by the Belmont Police Department’s 
School Resource Officer prior to the restriping. Additional public contact was provided through 
the posting of the City Council agenda. 
 
Recommendation 
It is recommended no action be taken at this time. 
 
Alternatives 
1. Refer back to staff for further information or other options. 
2. Suggest substantive changes and restriping 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
___________________________  __________________________ 
Raymond E. Davis, III, PE, PTOE                                    Jack R. Crist      
Director of Public Works                                          City Manager  
 
 
___________________________ 
Don Mattei 
Police Chief 
 
Contact: 
Ray Davis  
Public Works Director 
595-7459 
rdavis@belmont.gov 




















