
  
 

       Council Agenda #4C 
   Meeting of January 27, 2009 

 
 
 
 
 
Staff Report  
RESOLUTION APPROVING A PROFESSIONAL SERVICES AGREEMENT WITH CAL 
ENGINEERING & GEOLOGY FOR SOIL INVESTIGATION AND REPAIR DESIGN FOR 
AN AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED $45,166 FOR THE MARBURGER AVENUE ROADWAY 
REPAIR, CITY CONTRACT NUMBER 499   
 
Honorable Mayor and Council Members: 
 
Summary  
City Council approval is requested to complete a Professional Services Agreement (PSA) with 
Cal Engineering and Geology for professional services to perform soil investigation and design 
or a repair project for an amount not to exceed $45,166 for the Marburger Avenue Roadway 
Repair. 
 
Background 
The City of Belmont has executed a Settlement Agreement in which the City agrees to design 
and repair a section of Marburger Avenue through the construction bidding process.  The 
settlement agreement included reference to a preliminary design concept and proposal for repair 
of a section of Marburger Avenue where roadway width has been lost due to a landslide.  There 
are also larger landslides underlying and surrounding the proposed location of the repair. The 
proposed repair is to the section of roadway where the roadway width has been reduced, and 
does not repair the larger landslides.  The location of this larger landslide is generally shown on 
the San Juan Canyon Engineering Geologic Map (1985, Cottonshires and Associates) and 
described in letter dated October 26, 2006 prepared by Cottonshires and Associates.   
 
The funding of the repair is expressly conditioned upon and subject to approval of all 
engineering plans, specifications, and construction drawings by the City and its Geotechnical 
Consultant. The first step towards completion of the construction is to retain a qualified 
consultant to complete the soils investigation, and prepare Plans, Specifications, and Estimate for 
the repair project.    The City is now, subject to council approval, proceeding with a contract to 
complete the soils investigation and prepare plans and specification.  The type of retaining wall 
system and other features of the repair, as approved by the City Council prior to award of the 
construction contract, will be based on final Plans, Specifications, and Estimate reflecting the 
results of the investigation and design performed by the engineering consultant.     
 
The Public Works Department solicited for proposals from fifteen consulting firms and the City 
received three proposals.  California law requires selection of Architectural and Engineering 
(A&E) contract services on the basis of demonstrated competence and professional 
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qualifications. Negotiations shall begin with the most qualified consultant.  Should negotiations 
not result in a price the City considers to be fair and reasonable, negotiations shall be formally 
terminated and the City shall then undertake negotiations with the second most qualified 
consultant.  If the negotiation with the second most qualified firm is not successful, negotiations 
shall be formally terminated and the City shall then undertake negotiations with the third most 
qualified consultant, etc. until the price is determined to be fair and reasonable by the City.  
(California Government  
 
Code, Chapter 10, Sections 4525 through 4529.5).  The City staff procurement committee 
consisting of the City Engineer/Assistant Public Works Director, and Senior Civil Engineer 
independently screened and ranked these proposals based on the following criteria and a 
selection of a consultant was made: Team Experience for Similar Services; Team Members 
Experience; 
Project Approach; Understanding of City’s Needs; References. 
 
The top three consultants were Steven C. Devin P.E., G.E., Cal Engineering & Geology, and 
Treadwell & Rollo.  All firms were considered qualified to perform the work.  After initial 
discussion with Steven Devin did not result in an acceptable final proposal and cost that would 
allow execution of an agreement the City concluded its negotiation with Mr. Devin.  The City 
then received a final proposal and negotiated an agreement with Cal Engineering & Geology to 
complete the work. 
 
General Plan/Vision Statement 
There is no impact from this report.   
 
Fiscal Impact 
The value of the professional services agreement with Cal Engineering & Geology is not to 
exceed $45,166 as shown on the scope of work, Exhibit A.    Funding will be drawn from Street 
Improvement (Measure A/Grants) Capital Improvement Account Number 234-4312-3084-9030 
(Retaining Wall Inspection and Repair) 
 
The resulting cost of the construction will be approved by the City Council before the contract 
for construction is awarded.  
 
Public Contact 
Public contact consists of posting the City Council agenda.  The claimants will also receive a 
copy of the Staff Report. 
 
Recommendation 
City Council approval is requested to complete a professional services agreement with Cal 
Engineering & Geology for Soil Investigation and Repair Design for an amount not to exceed 
$45,166 for the Marburger Avenue Roadway Repair, City Contract Number 499   
 
Alternatives 
1.  Take no action. 
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2.  Refer back to staff for additional information. 
3.  Deny approval. 
 
Attachments 
A.  Resolution  
B.  Exhibit A 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
_________________            ________________________             __________________ 
Karen Borrmann  Raymond E. Davis III, PE, PTOE Jack R. Crist 
City Engineer   Director of Public Works  City Manager 
 
 
Staff Contact: 
Karen Borrmann  
Assistant Director of Public Works 
(650) 595-7459 
kborrman@belmont.gov



 

 

RESOLUTION NO. ______ 
 
RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF BELMONT APPROVING 

A PROFESSIONAL SERVICES AGREEMENT WITH CAL ENGINEERING & 
GEOLOGY FOR SOIL INVESTIGATION AND REPAIR DESIGN FOR AN AMOUNT 
NOT TO EXCEED $45,166 FOR THE MARBURGER AVENUE ROADWAY REPAIR, 

CITY CONTRACT NUMBER 499   
 

WHEREAS, the City requires a qualified and experienced geotechnical consultant to conduct 
the investigation and complete the design for a roadway repair project on  a section of Marburger 
Avenue, as agreed to in an approved settlement agreement; and,  
 
WHEREAS, the approved settlement agreement includes reference to a proposal for repair of a 
section of Marburger Avenue where roadway width has been lost; and,  
 
WHEREAS, the proposal for repair of a section of Marburger Avenue where roadway width has 
been lost includes a preliminary design concept; and,  
 
WHEREAS, the settlement agreement requires the City approval of all final engineering plans, 
specifications, and construction drawings by the City and its Geotechnical Consultant; and, 
 
WHEREAS, The first step towards completion of the construction is to retain a qualified 
consultant to complete the soils investigation, and prepare Plans, Specifications, and Estimate for 
the repair project; and, 
 
WHEREAS, Cal Engineering and Geology is qualified to performed this work; and, 
 
WHEREAS, Cal Engineering and Geology has submitted an acceptable proposal for geotechnical 
investigation and design and has signed a Professional Services Agreement and agreed to do the 
investigation and other work. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED:  
 
1. The City Council of the City of Belmont directs the City Manager to execute a Professional 

Services Agreement with Cal Engineering & Geology, approved as to form by the City 
Attorney, in an amount not to exceed $45,166 and directs the City Clerk to affix her 
signature thereto. 

2. Funding for this agreement is from Street Improvement (Measure A/Grants) Capital 
Improvement Account Number 234-4312-3084-9030 (Retaining Wall Inspection and Repair). 

 
   *   *  *   *   *   *   *    *  *   *   *  *   *   *   *   *    *  *   *   *  *   *   *   *   *    *  *   *   *  *   *  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
I hereby certify that the foregoing Resolution was duly and regularly passed and adopted by the 
City Council of the City of Belmont at a regular meeting thereof held on January 27, 2009 by the 
following vote: 
 
AYES, COUNCILMEMBERS:    __________________________________________________ 
   
NOES, COUNCILMEMBERS:    __________________________________________________  
 
ABSTAIN, COUNCILMEMBERS:   _______________________________________________  
 
ABSENT, COUNCILMEMBERS:    _______________________________________________  

 
  
CLERK of the City of Belmont 

APPROVED: 
 
  
MAYOR of the City of Belmont 



 

 

 
 

EXHIBIT A 
 
 
Work is to be performed as shown on the Proposed Scope of Services for Soil Investigation & 
Repair Design, Marburger Avenue, Belmont, California, January 16, 2009.  The hourly rate is as 
shown on the enclosed proposal. The maximum amount is not to exceed $45,166. 
 
  




















